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ideals. The revolution in Russia was victory over a govern-
ment that had sacrificed its authority for the time being. The
demand was for peace and bread. The question of commun-
ism was a secondary matter. The working people of Russia
wanted peace, and the result was that even the proletariat that
was not Bolshevik was friendly to the Bolshevik revolt at
first, Subsequently the proletariat permitted the Bolsheviki to
disperse the constitutional assembly, because the latter, regard-
less of the popular will, wanted to continue the war. Conse-
quently, Bolshevism had on its side at first idealists, who be-
lieved that the time had come for a new social order, and were
willing to accompany the Bolsheviki a certain distance to see
their ideals realized, and part of the proletariat, which co-
operated with it in carrying out its communist ideas, and finally
a large faction of the agricultural and industrial proletariat,
which was willing to remain neutral for a period. It should
be emphasized that a greater part of the Russian proletariat,
although it never believed communism would succeed, never-
theless hoped that the experiment might produce some good
results, which would ultimately lead to a just social system.
Here again history has been a thorough teacher. It has taught
the Russian proletariat that good intentions do not modify
the course of evolution. The proletariat has paid very dearly
for this lesson. But it now knows that the course of social
and economic evolution follows stern natural laws, and that a
millennium cannot be attained until the country is prepared
for it.

The Bolsheviki honestly tried to create this ideal status of
society, and they cannot attribute their failure to the fact that
they did not have complete power to apply its theories. It is
true that the educated classes and some of the working people
did not join the Bolsheviki, but the latter frankly assumed that
they were a minority when they made themselves dictators.
They started with communism and ended with despotism. They
began their activity as a proletarian party. Now, they are a
separate group, distinct from every other class of society. I
cannot describe the blunders of the Russian Communist party
nearly as forcibly as their own leaders have done, but their
deviations from their own programme are not yet fully realized
by most people. Consequently I shall say a word regarding
them.

Russia's  land question was  settled by the Bolsheviki in  a